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T.D.A.S. Disclaimer
Amendment to 2013 Rule Book AGM April 4th 2017
Notice to all Members, and Guest using T.D.A.S. Waters and Car Park.
T.D.A.S. accepts NO responsibility for any vehicles or personal property
stolen, or damaged whilst at the Dell. Members and Guest enter the Dell at
their own risk.
T.D.A.S. accepts NO responsibility for any injury to persons at the DELL, and
asks members and visitors to remain vigilant to any hazards, such as slippery
banks, and platforms, steep and /or uneven banks, and pathways. Overgrown
vegetation may mask dangers, such as holes in the ground, and steep Banks.
Caution should be observed at all times whilst at the DELL. Please take care
as the DELL has DEEP Water.
T.D.A.S. recommends the use of floatation devices at all times, especially if
you are not a competent swimmer or are attending on your own.
Members and guests are to follow the directions of the Fishery Manager, his
designates, and any contractors undertaking work at the DELL. You are
reminded to be aware of the risks from falling debris or foliage as well as those
from other maintenance activity.
T.D.A.S. carry out regular inspections at the DELL, HOWEVER if you see any
hazard whilst visiting please report it immediately to the Fishery Manager, a
Bailiff, or any member of the Committee.
Members are reminded that they are responsible for the Health and Safety of
themselves and anyone in there care whilst at the DELL.
It is recommended that members are adequately insured against loss and
liability when fishing at the DELL.
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1. HISTORICAL
The Society was formed in November 1996 from the membership of the
former Woolwich Garrison Angling Society and took over all of their
liabilities and assets.
This was at the request of the Woolwich Garrison Commander who
relinquished all responsibility for civilian activities, previously accountable
to the M.O.D.

2. GENERAL RULES
1. The Society shall be known as The Dell Angling Society (TDAS) and shall
be open to all members of the local community. The Society shall consist
of both Freshwater and Sea Anglers. The total full membership in any oneyear shall be restricted to a maximum of 300, excluding Garrison Members,
ID card and day ticket holders.
2. Any amendments or additions to the Society Rules must be proposed in
writing to the committee no later than the January meeting. These changes
will be presented at the AGM for approval by the membership and those
carried will come into immediate effect. The exception shall be Fishery
Bye-Laws, which are determined by the committee for the wellbeing of the
DELL.
3. Misconduct: A verbal warning shall be given by the Committee following a
first offence. The requirements to give a verbal warning shall be agreed by
the committee, and given by a committee member thereafter. A verbal
warning may be given on the spot by a Bailiff for infringements on the Dell,
but must be ratified by the committee at the next meeting.
A written warning shall be given by the committee following a subsequent
offence. The requirements to give a written warning shall be agreed by the
committee, and a letter sent by the Secretary thereafter.
Withdrawal of membership shall occur following a subsequent offence after
the issue of a written warning or following an act of Gross Misconduct.
Withdrawal of membership shall be agreed by the committee and a letter
sent by the Secretary thereafter.
Gross Misconduct is defined by T.D.A.S. as being:
1) Any action that puts other members of T.D.A.S. or visitors to the Dell
at risk of injury.
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2) Any action that puts the Dell at risk of environmental damage and/or
loss of fish.
3) Behaviour likely to bring T.D.A.S. into disrepute.
Any person whose membership is withdrawn shall not be permitted to
apply for readmission for at least two (2) years. In such cases they will be
required to pay a full joining fee, in addition to the year’s membership, and
readmission will be subject to the approval of the committee.
4. Meetings:
 The Society shall hold monthly meetings on the first Tuesday of each
month for all members to attend. Alternative arrangements will be notified
if meetings fall on a Bank Holiday.
 The Committee shall hold monthly meetings on the last Monday of each
month. These may be re- arranged or cancelled at the discretion of the
Committee.
 The AGM will be held at the end of the financial year in April.
5. Membership fees and fines shall be determined by the committee annually
and presented at the AGM; based on the forecast of expenditure and the
total membership for the year.
6. The Fishery Manager will set the dates for working parties at the Dell.
Members will be advised of these dates in the Society Newsletter and on
the web site.
7. The Committee will use the Societies funds to a maximum of £300.00 to
purchase in bulk, raffle prizes for the use at general meetings, AGMs,
match days and club functions.
8. It is the responsibility of the member who wins a trophy to maintain its
general upkeep and shall be responsible for any loss or damage whilst in
their possession. The winner will sign for receipt of the trophy and return it
to the Society Captain by the March Meeting.
3. MEMBERSHIP.
1. Membership shall run from the 16th of June to the 15th June following
year. Full members must be over the age of 17. All members must carry
their Membership AND Identity Cards at all times when at the Dell and
must present these when requested to do so by a Bailiff or Committee
Member.
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2. TDAS shall offer the following membership types
Full
Senior
Citizen
Joint

Youth

Junior

Non Fishing
I.D. Card

Disability

Woolwich
Garrison
Personnel

Full club member with voting rights. Required to attend 3
meetings and 1 work party during the year.
A full club member with voting rights over the national age of
retirement. Not required to attend meetings or work parties,
although are welcome to do so.
A spouse or partner of a full club member. Has the right to vote.
Not required to attend meetings or work parties, although are
welcome to do so.
Given I.D. and Membership cards.
A club member aged 16 to 17 with the ability to fish
unaccompanied, which should be verified by the proposer.
Does not have to be associated with a full member. Not
required to attend meetings or work parties, although are
welcome to do so. Does not have the right to vote at meetings.
A junior club member aged 7 to 15 who must be associated
with a full member. Must be accompanied by a full member
when at The Dell. Not required to attend meetings or work
parties, although are welcome to do so. Does not have the right
to vote at meetings.
Given I.D. and Membership cards.
A non-member who has been given permission by the
Membership Secretary to visit The Dell; usually to support a
disabled member.
Given I.D. card.
Members who are registered as disabled may wish to notify the
Membership Secretary, who will agree any concessions that
are appropriate. Typically these may include use of the side
gate and Peg 1 and permission not to attend meetings or work
parties.
Temporary membership for a defined period at a pro-rata rate.
Not supplied with keys as these are held in the Guard Room.
Uses Forces I.D. card rather than one issued by TDAS. Given
Membership Card defining agreed dates and Rule Book.

3. Membership fees shall be payable prior to joining or rejoining. Where a
member owes money to the Society at the end of the membership year,
they will not be granted renewal until that money is repaid.
4. New members will be required to submit an application form sponsored
and seconded by current members together with TWO passport size
photographs. Applications for Membership in the current year must be
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received by the 1st September unless otherwise agreed by the
Membership Secretary. New members may be required to be vetted by the
committee before acceptance.
5. Existing Members will be required to submit Annual Application Forms, NO
later than the 1st July. Applications received after this date will be put on to
a waiting list.
Renewal of Membership will be granted only after three (3) meetings and
one (1) Work Party have been attended during the year.
The Membership Secretary will register attendance and any Member not
attending will be fined per meeting missed and for failing to attend a work
party at rates agreed at the AGM.
The requirement to attend meetings and work parties does not apply to
Senior Citizens, Youth, Junior, Non Fishing (Id Card Only Holders) and
partners of Full members i.e. those included on Joint membership.
Members who have registered with the club as being disabled are also
exempt from having to attend meetings and work parties.
6. All members must be in possession of a current Rod Licence as required
by law, and abide by the rules of the water authority when fishing away
from home. Members will be required to produce a current rod licence for
the forthcoming year when applying for or renewing their membership.
7. Youth members from the age of 16 to 17 are not required to be associated
to a full member provided that 1) a parent/guardian gives permission by
countersigning their application and 2) that they demonstrate to their
proposer
that
they
are
capable
of
fishing
responsibly.
They are allowed to fish the Dell unaccompanied during the hours of
daylight only. Youth Members are permitted to fish overnight provided that
they are accompanied by an adult member; no more than one Youth
Member per Full member.
NO day tickets can be purchased by Youth Members.
8. Disabled Anglers Helpers must have a Current I.D. Card, issued by the
Committee at NO COST.
9. All members must register their vehicle details with the Membership
Secretary and advise immediately of any changes to vehicle or contact
details. The MOD will require this information to park on their land and
failure to register may lead to the vehicle being towed away or damaged.

4. THE COMMITTEE.

6

1. The Committee shall be elected at the AGM and no committee member
shall hold more than one post. Written nominations for those wishing to
stand must be received no later than two (2) months prior to the AGM. If no
other member wishes to stand, and if the resident committee member is
prepared to serve a further period, then that member automatically retains
that position without a vote from the floor. If more than one person is
nominated then a vote is taken from the floor. The Committee’s decision is
final in all matters.
2. Any Committee Member that has served continuously for three (3) or more
years shall be given FREE Society Membership for as long as they
continue to do so.
Any newly elected Committee Member shall receive a one third (1/3)
reduction in their annual subscription for the first year and two thirds (2/3)
reduction in the second year.
Any Committee Member having served three years or more in post shall
receive a further one year’s free membership for services rendered to the
Society upon standing down at the end of the season.
3. Any Committee member resigning their position will not be able to stand for
any other Committee posts over a period of five (5) years, unless a suitable
explanation was given at the time of their resignation or at the discretion of
the Committee.
4. The Committee shall consist of the following posts:
Committee meetings must consist of a minimum of five (5) members for
fiscal purposes, i.e. Treasurer or Assistant Treasurer and four (4) other
officers.
Chairperson: Responsible for the management of the committee, and
chairing Society Meetings. In the event of a tied ballot the chair will hold the
casting vote.
Vice chair: Will cover the duties of the chairperson in their absence.
General Secretary: is responsible for all correspondence; this
responsibility may be delegated to other members to address agreed
subjects but shall then be reported back to the secretary. The secretary will
be responsible for the taking of ALL minutes at Society meetings. The
secretary shall prepare newsletters and other internal information.
Vice Secretary: Will deputise for the General Secretary in their absence.
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Treasurer: is responsible for ALL Society finances and is automatically a
signatory to the Bank/Building Society accounts held by the T.D.A.S. Any
money collected or paid as expenses shall be directed through the
treasurer.
The treasurer shall be responsible for keeping accurate accounts and
submitting them for annual audit. A balance sheet will be prepared at the
end of the financial year for presentation at the AGM, showing expenditure
for the past year and a forecast of expenditure for the upcoming year
Assistant Treasurer: Will deputise for the Treasurer in their absence and
automatically becomes a signatory to any Bank or Building Society
accounts. Note this is an optional position to be filled as required to support
the Treasurer.
Society Captain: is responsible for the booking of venues for the
forthcoming season and preparing a list detailing the costs for distribution
to members at the AGM. The Captain will also be responsible for the
organisation of attendance at the venue and the running of competitions.
Vice Captain: Will deputise for the captain where necessary and assist in
the preparation of venues and organisation of competitions.
Membership Secretary: is responsible for producing and maintaining the
membership list, organising Renewal Night, the issuing of membership
cards at the start of each membership year and keeping of the attendance
register.
Fishery Manager: is responsible for liaison with the appropriate water
authorities in relation to the health of the fish, and water quality at the Dell.
The manager will also be responsible for liaison with the Defence Estate
Organisation in relation to the Societies lease on the Dell, the Station
Commander, his Officers, or any nominated personnel in relations to any
matters of the Society business. Also the organisation of working parties,
Head Bailiff: is responsible for organising Bailiffs to check those fishing the
Dell and also for helping the Fishery Manager in organising the work
parties.
Other Members: The committee has the power to co-opt other members
to act as stewards, scales man, conduct raffles and for such duties as may
arise from time to time.
A Sea Section Organiser shall be co-opted as required.
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Exceptions: The following officers of the Society shall not hold office in any
other Angling Society.
The Chairperson
The Treasurer
All Secretaries

5 FRESHWATER BYE-LAWS.
1. No member or guest on Society waters shall:
 Be in an intoxicated state, cause any loud noise or outcry, or conduct
themselves in any manner so as to annoy other anglers.
 Take a dog into the Dell.
 Picnic or light fires within the Dell area. A single cylinder (max 250g) gas
stove may be used.
 Use Tilley, paraffin or gas lamps; only battery powered lamps are to be
used.
 Place or remove, any fish or species of fish eggs, spawn, ova or fly, plant,
weed, or any form of water life without the permission of the committee.
 Bring tin cans or glass bottles in to the Dell.
 Fish from the concrete wall behind the Dell Island.
 Access to the Dell Island
 Hold fish more than 18 inches (45cm) above the ground. Fish MUST be
held over an unhooking mat.
2. Tackle Restrictions:
Note Members tackle may be checked by a Committee Member or their
authorised representative to ensure compliance.
 Except during competitions on the Dell, two (2) rods may be used.
 Only Barbless hooks are to be used when fishing the Dell or away waters
where applicable. Only one hook per rod only is permitted.
 No line with greater than a maximum breaking strain of Ten (10) pounds
is permitted when fishing the Dell.
 Braided lines, including hook lengths, are not permitted for use on the
Dell.
 An unhooking mat must be used when fishing the Dell.
 No keep nets to be used at the Dell except during matches.
3. Baiting Restrictions
 Pre-Baiting at anytime on the Dell is forbidden. Ground baiting during
time of fishing is to be restricted to a weight not exceeding 1lb (450g) dry
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weight. This also applies to the loose feeding of Boilies or other forms of
protein baits.
The use of any forms of nuts and uncooked seed is not permitted
including raw or cooked beans and peas.
The use of hemp is restricted to half-pint (285ml) per session.
Spinning and live baiting is not permitted.
Bait boats may only be used during the hours of darkness throughout the
summer; defined as being when the UK is set to British Summer Time.
During the winter months i.e. Greenwich Mean Time, there is no
restriction on their use.
All members must take away any unused bait especially ground bait and
bread as failure to do so will encourage vermin.

4. All litter such as broken line, food, and hooks etc, must be taken home and
not left in the swims.
5. All fish at the Dell shall be returned to the water alive. Two keep nets are to
be used during competitions on the Dell; one for fish under 4lb (1.78 Kg)
and one for fish over 4lb (1.78 Kg). A maximum weight of 50lb (22.5 Kg) is
permitted within one net. Fish over 10lb (4.5 Kg) shall be weighed and
witnessed before being returned to the lake as soon as possible.
6. Bivvies are permitted within the defined pitching areas only and must be
adjacent to the swim being used. Bivvies must be removed one (1) hour
prior to matches.
7. Peg one (1) is reserved for disabled anglers and should be vacated by any
able bodied member if requested to do so.
8. The Dell will be closed from one (1) hour before and for the duration of the
Work Parties. If work is required outside of the Work Parties, members
must vacate any swim or section of the lake if requested to do so by the
Fishery Manager or his representative.
9. The lake will be closed from one (1) hour before the draw for the
competition commences until one (1) hour after the weigh in.
10.Day Tickets are available at a cost agreed by the committee. One Day
Ticket per member per day must be purchased before taking any guest to
the Dell. Members are responsible to ensure their guest abides by ALL
T.D.A.S. Rules. A Day Ticket is only valid during the hours of daylight on
the date stated. NO NIGHT FISHING FOR GUESTS IS ALLOWED
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11.Parking shall be in authorised areas only. No parking is permitted inside
the outer gates without the permission of the committee. All non-members
attending the Dell must display a parking permit provided with their day
ticket or by a member of the committee.

6. COMPETITION RULES
1. The decision of the Society Captain or their nominated representative shall
be final in all matters pertaining to the running of the competition. In the
absence of the Society Captain, the Vice Captain or other member prenominated by the Captain as his deputy, the most senior Committee
Member shall act as Official Clerk of the scales, and steward as required.
2. Any disabled member wishing to fish a competition or to attend as a noncompetitor, may ask the Society Captain for an easy or short walk when
making their booking for the venue.
3. Match fees shall be estimated by the Match Captain prior to each season,
and to be shown on the published fixture sheet. Any changes to the cost of
day tickets, match fees and any optional pools shall be notified at the
meeting prior to the competition.
4. Members who have signified that they intend going on organised trips will
be liable to pay all fees if they fail to give at least 48 hours notice to the
Society Captain that they will not be attending.
5. If fewer than five (5) members attend a draw the competition will be
considered void.
6. All matches can be a peg down or walk off at the Society Captains
discretion; competitions at the Dell will be pegged. Drawing of peg
numbers is the responsibility of officials of the Society, and said officials
shall have their peg numbers drawn for them. When less than all the
available pegs are required then selected pegs only may be entered into
the draw.
7. On match days no member or guest will be allowed to approach the bank
side of the venue. The only exceptions to this are the Match Captain and
Vice-Captain for the purpose of pegging out.
8. The duration of matches shall be determined at the Society meeting prior
to the competition date.
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Water may be broken for the plumbing of depth and positioning of keep
nets. No bait or ground bait is to enter until the start whistle is sounded. All
competitors must cease fishing as soon as the finish signal is sounded.
Exception is given to a competitor who is playing a fish when the finishing
signal is given; a period of 15 minutes will be allowed to play and land the
fish.
9. Every member shall play their own fish, but assistance in netting the fish
may be given if required.
10.Members will fish from their drawn swims throughout competitions, and will
confine themselves to one (1) metre each side of their pegs.
11.If any competitor leaves litter in their swim at the end of the competition
they will be liable to forfeit their weight.
12.If two or more fish of the same weight and species are recorded and
weighed in, the earlier entry shall be deemed the heaviest fish.
13.Blood worm and Joker is banned from all T.D.A.S. matches.
14.At the discretion of the Society Captain, guests are allowed at Society
outings provided pegs are available after the requirements of Society
Members have been catered for. Guests will be liable to a fee equal to
members as well as any other fees applicable. Guests are to be limited to
One Guest per Member per match and must be accompanied by their
nominating member. They will not be entitled to any club trophies or
replicas but may enter the optional pools.
The exceptions to this are the Society Christmas Match and Friday Night
League, which are strictly Members only.

7. FRESHWATER EVENTS.
1. A series of competitions will be arranged for any member wishing to take
part. Participation in the competition is not compulsory, however members
that do not want to participate in the competition shall draw their pegs after
all competitors have drawn, except as allowed in Section 6 Rule 2.
2. The upkeep and engraving of the Society’s Main Trophies will be met from
the Society’s funds.
3. The Trophies that are to be competed for during the season are:
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Angler of the Year: shall be determined by the Captain/Committee at the
end of the season, based on a member’s overall performance.
Society Championship: fished over a series of home and away
competitions with points being awarded for winner 36, runner up 35, and
reducing for each place.
Brian Gillespie Memorial Trophy: will be fished on the River Thames or
an agreed river venue if the Thames is in flood.
Brian Forbes Memorial Trophy: is a carp only match to be fished at the
Dell. A nominated Carp venue may be used if the Dell is closed.
Charity Pairs: to be fished in aid of an annually nominated local charity.
Ladies and Juniors Match: to be fished on the Dell.
Best Away Specimen: will be awarded to the member adjudged to have
caught the best specimen fish during the year on an organised away
venue. This shall be judged as a percentage of the British Record.
The First Chance Cup: is to be awarded to the winner of the first Society
outing of the season.
Last Chance Cup: is to be awarded to the winner of the last Society outing
of the season.
The First Chance Shield: is to be fished for on a nominated outing. This
Trophy is only open to members, who have not won any of the Societies
standing trophies excepting the Most Endeavour Least Luck or The
Sardine Trophy.
Top One-Day Weight: the highest overall weight caught on an organised
venue.
Top Total Weight: the highest total weight caught on all the venues.
Pairs Championship: pairs will be drawn at the start of the season and
the competition fished on nominated venues.
Knockout Competition: individual competitors will be drawn against each
other at the start of the season, the winner being the angler who remains at
the end of the competition. These will be fished on nominated venues.
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Best Effort Least Luck: will be awarded by the Captain/ Committee at the
end of the season to the member putting most endeavour into their angling
during the year without managing to win a Society Match Trophy.
Sardine Trophy: Is to be awarded to the angler who at the end of the
season has had the most Not Weighed In results in all the competitions. In
the event of a tie the Captain/Committee will use their discretion between
those tied. This Trophy is mutually exclusive to the Most Endeavour Least
Luck.
Friday Night League: Members only, fished over a series of eight (8) night
competitions on the Dell. Points will be awarded for each match. Best 6
from 8 results to count. Individual and overall match winners will be
awarded trophies
Specimen Fish-Dell: Best fish of each species caught at the Dell and
witnessed by two independent members on a recognised claim form
available from the committee.
Committee Match: a competition for members of the committee and
invited guests.
Fur and Feather: annual Christmas competition for members only.
Members must have fished a minimum of two matches (home or away) in
order to be eligible for a prize.
Derek Munson Millennium Memorial Trophy: New Year day competition,
fished for on the Dell
Kenny Thomas Parr Memorial Trophy: to be fished for on the Dell, within
the Societies Points and Knockout competitions. A league will be run and
the person with the most points will be the winner of the Trophy. Eligible
matches to be shown on the fixture list.

8. SEA ANGLING RULES
1. All members shall abide the rules laid down by the National Federation of
Sea Anglers (N.F.S.A.).
2. The Sea section year will run from 1st January until the 31st December.
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3. Members fishing will pay for boat and beach outings. This includes any
boat fees, pier fees or shore fees, and any Bait cost.
4. Members who have made a booking and fail to turn up will be liable for the
cost of the trip together with any bait cost if it was ordered.
5. Any undersize fish caught, must be returned to the water alive.
6. A series of outings will be arranged during the year. The individual weights
for each angler will be recorded. These weights will be totalled up for each
competition to decide the overall winner and runner up at the end of the
season.
7. Specimen fish can be weighed in on any organised outing (except the
Crocker Cup). When weighing in specimens there must be at least two
Society Members present, to sign a specimen form.
8. On Boat trips, the boat team Captains will organise a draw for places on
the boat, these places will be kept, subject to weather conditions, then only
the team Captain will decide changes.
9. Only ONE (1) rod will be used in any competition, a second rod can be
ready behind each competitor without any terminal tackle on it.
10.Only three (3) hooks can be used at any one time, a double counts as two
(2) a treble counts as three (3).
11.On beach competitions members will be allowed to walk off, and pick their
own Swims between nominated markers. Any members fishing outside the
boundaries set by the Captain will be disqualified. Distances between each
member must be at least 15 yards.
12.Mackerel are regarded as natural bait and will not be allowed for weigh in
purposes. However if a member takes what is believed to be a record for
this species it may be entered for the British Rod Caught Record. Horse
Mackerel may be weighed in.
13.A foul hooked fish is one that has not been hooked in its MOUTH.
14.Any fish that has been foul hooked MUST be returned to the water
immediately. Foul hooked fish are disqualified from the weigh in.
15.A fish hooked by two (2) lines will not be counted in the weigh in.
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16.A member must hook and play their own fish. Assistance may be given in
gaffing, landing, and netting fish if required.

9. SEA ANGLING EVENTS.
Angler of the Year: to be awarded to the member who obtains the highest
overall points during the year on organised trips. It will be held for one year,
and a replica will be given to keep. A runner up award will be given for the
next highest total weight.
Whopper Cup: awarded to the member who catches the biggest fish
during organised trips in the year. The Crocker Cup does not count for this
trophy.
The Crocker Cup: preferably to be fished from a beach. To be awarded to
the member who has the heaviest catch on the nominated day for the
competition. This competition is specifically open to all members, and will
be fished on one nominated day during the year. The trophy at stake is the
Crocker Cup for the heaviest catch of the day and a runner up cup for the
second heaviest catch of the day. Fish caught during that day cannot be
weighed in for any specimen trophies of the year.
Pairs Trophy: prior to the start of the competitions, a draw for partners will
take place, from those wishing to fish. This partnership will remain
throughout the series. The partnership obtaining the highest overall total
weight will receive the trophy
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